
 

         Transhipmenté.   

               ....Transformation  

 

  

Heritage Works BPT has been progressing a feasibility study which examines potential uses for the Whaley Bridge 
Transhipment Warehouse.   Having consulted with community stakeholders and the general public, a  wide-ranging debate on 
the future of the building has been stimulated.  In response to data gathered at an open ódrop inô event held on April 23rd, the 
design team produced six options for the refurbishment and re-use of the property.  Through a dedicated website and 
questionnaires, public opinion on the options has further identified four favoured schemes.   

 

We would like you to take a short time to consider these options below, then you can register your preference using the voting 
slip overleaf.  Thereôs space for you to add a comment if you wish.  Please place your voting slip in the box provided.  Thank 
you for participating and enjoy your visit to Whaley Water Weekend.        
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 Option 1.  �7�K�L�V���L�V���W�K�H���¶�G�R���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�·���R�S�W�L�R�Q���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���Z�K�L�F�K���D�O�O���R�W�K�H�U���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�H�V�W�H�G�����,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���E�D�V�L�F���U�H�S�D�L�U���R�I���W�K�H  
building, but no internal upgrading. This is the default option in the event that we cannot make the case or find sufficient capital 
funding for any of the other schemes.  The message from previous consultation is that this is the least popular proposal and would 
be seen as a missed opportunity.   
There are some benefits to be considered from option 1 however.  The building would be repaired at the lowest budget figure and 
with little physical intervention to the built fabric, the heritage content of the building would be respected.  This option would also 
leave the largest amount of external space around the basin. 
 
Additional floor space From the outset of this study, we have aimed to find a way in which the main part of the Warehouse can be 
�¶�U�H�V�W�R�U�H�G���D�V���I�R�X�Q�G�·�����D�Q�G���X�V�H�G���D�V���D���P�X�O�W�L-purpose hall for public events and activities such as markets, performances and exhibitions. 
There is insufficient floor space in the rest of the building to generate a revenue income that will maintain the building in perpetuity, 
however, or justify the capital investment needed to restore the building. We believe that it is necessary to create additional floor 
�V�S�D�F�H���I�R�U���¶�F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�·���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���F�U�R�V�V���V�X�E�V�L�G�L�V�H���W�K�H���:�D�U�H�K�R�X�V�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���D�Q�G���D�G�G���W�R���W�K�H���Y�L�E�U�D�Q�F�\���R�I���W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���E�D�Vin area. 
Options 3, 7 and 7a show different ways of doing this. 
 
Uses: The new buildings and northern part of the Warehouse itself may be suitable for offices, a café, holiday apartments, a bike hire 
shop, local history & community meeting rooms and even a relocated public library. 

Option 3.  A new building to the back of the Market Street pavement straddles the change of level between the main road and the 
canal basin.  The new building is the same length as the Warehouse and directly in-line with it.  Unfortunately this scheme      
requires the relocation of a gas main along the western boundary of the site, which may be prohibitively expensive, although  
British Waterways may have an agreement with Transco that may resolve the problem at little or no extra cost. 
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